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Submitted by Secretariat 

 

Background 
The following HELCOM meetings relevant for the Fish Group took place since the First Meeting of the Group (FISH 
1-2014) held on 20-21 October 2014: 

1. STATE&CONSERVATION 1-2014, Pärnu, Estonia, 3-7 November 2014 

2. HOD 47-2014, Helsinki, Finland, 9-10 December 2015 

3. FISH-PRO II 2-2015, Copenhagen, Denmark, 10-12 February 2015 

4. GEAR 9-2015, Berlin, Germany, 4-5 February 

5. HELCOM 36-2015, Helsinki, Finland, 3-4 March 2015 

 

Action required 
The Meeting is invited to consider the attached extracts from the outcomes of relevant HELCOM meetings 
for the Fish Group. 
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Extracts from outcomes from recent HELCOM meetings of relevance for 

Fish 

1. STATE&CONSERVATION 1-2014, Pärnu, Estonia, 3-7 November 2014 

Biodiversity core indicators 

The Meeting 

 took note of the proposed opportunities for cooperation on biodiversity indicators between HELCOM 
and OSPAR in order to make use of synergies to reach better results with less effort, as presented by the 
CORESET II Project Manager (Presentation 11, document 4J-4). The Meeting welcomed in general the 
proposed cooperation on biodiversity indicators between HELCOM and OSPAR, including as a means of 
increasing inter-regional coherence. Regarding the specific proposals on joint working groups the 
Meeting was of the view that:  

 The proposal to coordinate and cooperate between HELCOM-OSPAR-ICES on fish-indicators could be 
one appropriate way to operationalize these indicators and maintain them in the long-term, 
especially for indicators based on data hosted at ICES, noting that cooperation on fish issues with 
ICES is in general supported in HELCOM and that the Secretariat will continue these discussions FISH-
PRO II 

 discussed the timing of other planned HELCOM assessments (cf. Work plan for STATE document 6J-1 and 
Annex 4) and invited FISH-PRO II and MORS EG to revise their schedule for producing thematic 
assessments in order to take into account the planned schedule of HOLAS II. 

 took note of information about the updating of core indicators within FISH-PRO II and plans for the next 
FISH-PRO II assessment to provide input to HOLAS II as presented by FISH-PRO II Project Manager Mr. 
Jens Olsson (Presentation 21).  

 took note that the coastal fish indicators are well developed and close to operational. The Meeting 
further noted that the definition of the GES boundary for the indicators is based on a time series approach 
and expressed as deviation from base-line or as temporal trends.  

 noted that there is no common data storage system for coastal fish data and that the indictor results are 
calculated by national experts and collected by the Chair of FISH-PRO II.  

 took note that the next update of coastal fish core indicators can be carried out in 23 of the 42 HELCOM 
assessment units while monitoring is carried out in 35 units. This inconsistency is due to sparse, non-
existing, or very recent start of monitoring in some areas, particularly in the southern Baltic Sea, or due 
to lack of funds to carry out assessments in some countries.  

 was informed that aggregations across coastal fish indicators and assessment units will be elaborated in 
a Swedish research project and that this work will be carried out in close cooperation with the HOLAS II 
project. 

 welcomed and approved the updated Guidelines for coastal fish monitoring contained in document 4MA-
1. The Meeting noted that new guidelines will not be incorporated in COMBINE but instead placed on 
the web-site of the Monitoring Manual, with a note added to COMBINE referring to the new guidelines. 

Request by FISH 1-2014 to State and Conservation 

The Meeting discussed the request of FISH 1-2014 asking for the opinion of State and Conservation on the 
risks involved with regard to escapes of cultured non‐indigenous species and indigenous species that may 
have impacts on wild fish populations (cf. document 2J-4). A thorough discussion was not possible due to 
lack of relevant experts, however the Meeting acknowledged that there might be a risk of interbreeding by 
cultured species with wild populations, especially when the cultured species breed with genetically different 



FISH 2-2015, 2-2 
 

 

Page 3 of 7 
 

native wild species which have been reintroduced via nature conservation project (e.g. Baltic Salmon and 
Baltic Sturgeon). 

 

1. HOD 47-2014, Helsinki, Finland, 9-10 December 2015 

Group on Ecosystem-based Sustainable Fisheries (Fish) 

The Meeting  

 requested the Contracting Parties who have not yet done so to nominate their members to the new 
groups Fish, Agri, Pressure, and State & Conservation and submit nominations to the Secretariat as soon 
as possible. 

 took note of the outcome of the first meeting of the Group on Ecosystem-based Sustainable Fisheries 
(doc. 3-11) presented by Mr. Marcin Ruciński, Poland, and congratulated Mr. Ruciński for the election as 
the Chair of the group for 2014-2016 and approved the Work Plan for the Fish group as contained in 
Annex 4. 

 took note of the information by the Chair of the Fish group that the scope of the work of BALTFISH on 
fisheries management in MPAs is limited to coordinating fisheries’ interests in areas with several rights 
for fishing. The Meeting recommended to pursue cooperation between the HELCOM Fish and BALTFISH 
on this issue for mutual benefit. 

 agreed that the next meeting of the Fish group will be held in spring 2015 possibly back-to-back with a 
BALTFISH meeting under the Lithuanian Presidency. The Meeting clarified that the Fish group may 
request HODs to agree on holding additional meetings if they are needed. 

Draft HELCOM Recommendation on aquaculture 

 considered the draft Recommendation on aquaculture (doc. 3-8) presented by the Chair of the Fish group 
and supported further development of the document having in mind the intention to have the new 
Recommendation submitted to HELCOM 36-2015 for adoption. 

 took note that several Contracting Parties have a study reservation on the Recommendation.  

 took note of the following comments by the Contracting Parties and Observers: 

o by Germany that the title of the document should be more neutral – “Sustainable Aquaculture 
in the Baltic Sea region”; to describe the term “sustainable aquaculture”, e.g. as done in CDB and 
its Aichi Targets 6 and 7; to insert a reference to possible input of marine litter from aquaculture 
activities as there are clear indications of this sector contributing to littering of the Baltic Sea; to 
insert a clear statement that sustainably managed aquaculture activities are, inter alia, in line 
with the demands of the MSFD (as far as EU member states are concerned); take into account 
the need to manage marine and freshwater aquaculture on the basis of the Ecosystem Approach, 
to take into consideration ecological relevant impact on the marine environment; and carefully 
assess the impact of aquaculture in MPAs, 

o by Denmark proposing title “Recommendation on measures aimed at developing sustainable 
aquaculture in the Baltic Sea Region”; that the Recommendation should not impose more 
stringent requirements than those of the EU, 

o by Sweden to rectify the implementation date for the Recommendation, 

o by Russia to balance references to other legislation in preamble, 

o by CCB as contained in document 3-27. 

 invited the Contracting Parties to provide their comments and clarify the study reservations to the 
Recommendation by 30 January 2015 and recommended finding a consensus in the further drafting and 
finalization of the Recommendation by 9 February 2015.  
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 agreed on an online meeting in early February 2015, if necessary, to take into account and solve the last 
remaining issues to the Recommendation in time for its adoption by HELCOM 36-2015. 

 agreed on the title of the Recommendation to be “Sustainable Aquaculture in the Baltic Sea region”. 

Group on the implementation of the ecosystem approach (Gear) 

The Meeting 

 welcomed the work to produce a joint document of regional coordination of programme of measures by 
the Intersessional Group on Programmes of Measures (IG PoM) established under Gear, and noted that 
the document will be finalized by the end of 2015 so that Contracting Parties that are also EU Member 
States can use it in the reporting of MSFD Article 13. The Meeting furthermore noted that in the 
development of the document further possibilities to coordinate measures to implement the BSAP, 
Ministerial Declarations, and HELCOM recommendations will be explored. 

 noted the development by Gear of a “HELCOM plan to improve regional coherence in the 
implementation of marine policies to reach Good Environmental Status of the Baltic Sea” (doc. 3-19). 

 took note of the information that a new follow-up system to the Baltic Sea Action Plan and Ministerial 
Declarations (doc. 3-18) is being developed and that it will be based on indicators and agreed procedures 
to conclude when actions are accomplished.  

Working Group on State of the Environment and Nature Conservation (State and 

Conservation) 

The Meeting  

 agreed on the ‘State and Conservation’ as a name for the established new HELCOM Working Group on 
State of the Environment and Nature Conservation, based on former HABITAT and MONAS, as well as on 
the name ‘Pressure’ for Working Group on Reduction of Pressures from the Baltic Sea Catchment Area. 

 took note of the Outcome of the first meeting of the Working Group on State of the Environment and 
Nature Conservation (doc. 3-12), and congratulated the elected co-chairs Ms. Penina Blankett, for Nature 
Conservation issues, and Mr Urmas Lips, Monitoring and Assessment issues. The Meeting agreed on the 
Work Plan for State and Conservation for 2014-2016 (Annex 8).  

 took note of and welcomed the progress report on the CORESET II project (doc. 3-13). The Meeting 
recognized that the development of core indicators may need to continue beyond the finalization by mid-
2015 of the current CORESET II project to provide sufficient indicators for the upcoming holistic 
assessment. 

 

2. FISH-PRO II 2-2015, Copenhagen, Denmark, 10-12 February 2015 

The Meeting  

 took note of the outcome of HELCOM streamlining (document 2-4, Presentation 2) and more specifically 
of the Work Plan of the new HELCOM Fish Group. The Meeting acknowledged the cross-cutting issues of 
common interest to both Fish Group and FISH-PRO II, including inter alia filling in knowledge gaps and 
gathering information on the status of fish in the Baltic Sea as well as data collection on recreational 
fisheries, as presented by the Secretariat.  

 suggested that regular exchange of information on ongoing projects, project outcomes and documents 
relevant to the ToR of HELCOM Fish Group could be a way to convey cooperation between FISH-PRO II 
and Fish group.  

 took note of the information on coastal fish core indicators, their updating in the long-term and issues 
still to be solved and finilized for the coastal fish core indicators provided by Ms. Lena Avellan, Project 
Manager of CORESET II (Presentation 5). 

http://helcom.fi/Documents/HELCOM%20at%20work/Groups/Fish%20group/Work%20Plan%20for%20Fish%20group%202014-2016,%20approved%20by%20HOD%2047-2014.pdf
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 reviewed the draft Indicator reports “Abundance of key coastal fish species” (document 3-1) and 
“Abundance of key fish functional groups” (document 3-2) presented by the Chair and provided input to 
the documents. 

 agreed that aggregated data for the coastal fish indicators should be stored in a common platform, but 
that allocation of resources for this is needed, and starting from 2016 the data for the indicators will be 
updated every third year. 

 agreed to send comments and updates to the core indicator reports (documents 3-1 and 3-2) to Mr. Jens 
Olsson (jens.olsson@helcom.fi) by 2 March 2015. Mr. Olsson will upload the finilized indicator reports to 
the coastal fish Workspaces by 19 March 2015. 

 emphasized the importance of the compiled information on recreational fisheries and the effort by 
Finland and other Contracting Parties in providing this information, acknowledged that it is useful also 
for the HELCOM Fish Group and considered including the information to the next thematic assessment 
of coastal fish.  

 agreed that based on the presentations and reports provided to the Meeting regarding recreational 
fisheries, Finland will complete the report on recreational fisheries (document 4-1-Rev.1) by 10 March 
2015 and send it for commenting to the FISH-PRO II experts. Comments to the report are to be provided 
by 25 March 2015 to Ms. Outi Heikinheimo (outi.heikinheimo@luke.fi) after which the report will be 
finilised by Finland and published at the FISH-PRO II website by the Secretariat. 

 considered the summary of practices used to collect data on coastal commercial fisheries in the HELCOM 
Contracting Parties, presented by Finland (document 4-4) and agreed that the document will be 
published on the FISH-PRO II website 

 

3. GEAR 9-2015, Berlin, Germany, 4-5 February 

Development of a core set of HELCOM indicators (CORESET II) 

The Meeting  

 took note of the progress and remaining time-table for the CORESET II project (document 4-2). The 
Meeting noted that a sub-set of the core indicators will be made available for review by Contracting 
Parties as soon as possible, starting in March 2015.  

 emphasized that the development of indicators is fundamental to the preparation of the holistic 
assessment and recognized that adequate resources for experts are needed to secure their finalization. 

 discussed the planned endorsement process of indicators and raised concern that time-table was very 
tight considering the need for an adequate national consultation process, in particular on GES-
boundaries, to facilitate the review process at Pressure 2-2015, State & Conservation 2-2015 and decision 
at HOD 47-2015. 

 stressed that to facilitate the review process an extract of information from the core indicator reports 
should be provided as soon as possible by the CORESET II project, including a summary of the indicator 
and its concept, GES-boundary, and a brief explanation of how the GES boundaries have been derived.  

 furthermore requested the State & Conservation group, at their next meeting, to also discuss the 
compatibility between GES boundaries across relevant core indicators and report if any issues of concern 
are identified. 

 furthermore noted that the core indicators are in different stages of development and that continued 
work to finalize indicators for use in the holistic assessment will be needed after June 2015.  

 agreed to consider the outcomes of the Working Group meetings that will review the core indicators 
from a technical aspect and formulate a recommendation for HOD 48-2015. 

mailto:jens.olsson@helcom.fi
mailto:outi.heikinheimo@luke.fi
http://helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/projects/fish-pro/
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4. HELCOM 36-2015, Helsinki, Finland, 3-4 March 2015 

Draft HELCOM Recommendation on aquaculture 

The Meeting  

 considered the progress report on the draft HELCOM Recommendation on Sustainable aquaculture in 
the Baltic Sea region (document 2-17) and took note that Germany submitted their detailed comments 
to the draft Recommendation on 23 February 2015 and that these comments are reflected in the latest 
draft of the Recommendation.  

 agreed on the need to finalize the Recommendation as soon as possible and confirmed that the Fish 
Group is the appropriate body to clarify the still open issues. The Meeting requested the Contracting 
Parties to have their national positions ready for the next meeting of the Fish Group, tentatively to be 
held on 15-16 April 2015 in Warsaw.  

 took note of the reference by Germany to the Terms of Reference of the Fish Group that the State & 
Conservation Group should be involved in this work. 

 invited the Contracting Parties to inform the Secretariat by 25 March 2015 (Petra.Kaaria@helcom.fi) if 
they are ready to accept some of the proposed amendments (marked by track changes and without 
footnotes in document 2-17). The remaining comments (footnotes) will be discussed by the next meeting 
of the HELCOM Fish Group. 

 agreed that the Recommendation should be finalized by HOD 48-2015.  

Group on the Implementation of the Ecosystem Approach (Gear) 

The Meeting  

 took note of the Outcome of GEAR 9-2015 (document 2-14) and agreed to arrange an online Gear 
meeting on 21 April 2015 with the invitation of Chairs and Vice-Chairs of relevant Working Groups to 
explore potential coordination of national measures and joint new measures in HELCOM, and the next 
regular meeting of the Gear Group on 19-20 May 2015. 

 considered and adopted the HELCOM work plan to improve regional coherence in moving towards Good 
Environmental Status (document 2-9) pending the clarification of the study reservation by Germany by 
13 March 2015.  

 further noted that Denmark lifted their study reservation on section 5.1 of the work plan, BSAP follow-
up system, with an understanding that the development of indicators should not be an indirect 
strengthening of existing agreements and the presentation of results has to be carefully considered.  

 considered the updated Roadmap on HELCOM activities (document 2-16), supported the integration of 
the activities of the HELCOM Work Plan (document 2-9) with the HELCOM Roadmap of HELCOM activities 
on ecosystem approach, and decided to use it for planning of HELCOM actions and milestones. 

 appreciated the document and its usefulness for planning HELCOM work including providing background 
for planning the milestones by 2021.  

Cooperation with RSC and organizations 

The Meeting  

 took note of document 3-2 on increasing synergies in activities of the Contracting Parties in implementing 
HELCOM requirements and EUSBSR as appropriate.  

 took note that the Contracting Parities involved in the activities of the EUSBSR welcome the approach to 
synergies and new opportunities for directing financial support to projects and activities to implement 
the BSAP. 

 took note of the position of Sweden to give the cooperation between the EUSBSR and HELCOM the 
highest priority as it opens mutual benefits to advance the goals of protecting the Baltic Sea and 
implementing the BSAP. 

mailto:Petra.Kaaria@helcom.fi
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 took note of the update on the revision of the EUSBSR as presented by Finland, informing that the 
structure of the new Action Plan of the EUSBSR has been agreed. The Meeting noted new initiatives on 
the revised Strategy such as a horizontal action on climate adaption, while areas such as the PA Bio have 
also been taken out of the Strategy due to a considered overlap with the work of HELCOM. 

 took note that Germany regretted the deletion of PA Bio given its efforts making HELCOM and EUSBSR 
being complementary bodies with HELCOM as political pace car for the protection of biodiversity in the 
Baltic Sea region and related practical PA Bio projects, e.g. by NGOs, in the margins of the EUSBSR. This 
delegation, furthermore, stressed that the deletion of biodiversity as priority area of the revised EUSBSR 
Action Plan neglected that conservation of marine biological diversity is one of the biggest challenges of 
the region that has to be mirrored as well in the EUSBSR Strategy in an integral coherent way, either via 
the principles of the Action Plan or any potential Work Plan. 

 agreed that the Secretariat will prepare material on the current HELCOM priorities and implementation 
needs in consultation with working groups in order to inform actors involved in the EUSBSR for their 
consideration on how activities under the Strategy can further contribute to HELCOM activities. Such 
information material should clarify the difference between time-bound externally funded projects and 
open-ended HELCOM policy processes as requested by Denmark with regard to, e.g. projects under PA 
Ship. 

 


